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EOPLE of all ranks, ages, and conditions of Life enjoyed an uncommon degree of 
health during the firſt three months of this year; for within that period no more than 
twenty-three perſons died, and of theſe, fiteen were either very young children, or old and 
infirm. But about the beginning of April a very epidemic Fever, evidently the Typhus 
Carcerum, began to make its appearance. It broke out in a houſe in -Richard-Gate, 
which contains about half a dozen very poor families; the rooms are exceeding ſmall, 
and in order to diminiſh the window tax, every window that even poverty could diſpenſe 
with was ſhut up, hence ſtagnation of air, which was rendered ſtill more noxious: by the 
filth and uncleanlineſs of the people. The Surgeon-who attended ſome of thoſe poor wret- 
ches, told me, the ſmell was . offenſive and diſagreeable that it was with difficulty he could 
ſtay in the houſe, while he enquired into the ſituation of his patient. One of the perſons af · 
fected with the fever in this houſe was a weaver, who, on bis recovery, went to his uſual 
employment at a large workſhop, where he communicated: the diforder to his fellow weavers 
and from thence the fever ſpread all over the town. It however, chiefly, I may. almoſt: 
ſay entirely, taged amongſt the common and lower rinks of people and more eſpecially 
amongſt thoſe who lived in narrow, cloſe confined lanes, and in ſmall, crowded: apartments. 
It affected adults more frequently than children, the infirm, than the robuſt, women than 
men, and the married were more ſubje& to it than the ſingle. Three or four perſons in a 
family were frequently ſeized with it, one after another. It was almoſt altogether confined, 
to this place, none being ſeized with it even in the neighbouring villages, except in a very 
few inſtances, where the ſeeds of it were evidently carried by ſome £625 2% who had labour- 
ed under the diſeaſe. In the ſhort ſpace of about eight months near five hundered perſons 
were affected with this fever, and for the number of deaths during this ſhort period 
ſee Table II. | | | W vos Al onal 
This fever conſtantly begins with a ſenſation. of coldneſs and ſhivering, which is ſoon ſuc : 
ceeded by a pain in the head, back, and other parts of the body; by dejection of ſpirits, 
heat, thirſt, and loſs of appetite. The pulſe is very weak and frequent; the urine pale, 
the tongue is at firſt moiſt and white, but ſoon turns dry and brown, often black, and when' 
- thruſt out of the mouth is unſteady and tremulous. The patient ſoon becomes deliri- 
ous, and is affected with tremours of the hands, ſubſullus tendinum and convullive {tartiogs 
and twitchings of the muſcles, and ſometimes hæmorrages from the noſe, and frequently with 
a. putrid colliquative looſeneſs. In ſome caſes petechie, in others miliary eruptions or a 
ſcarlet effloreſcence were obſerved, after death broad livid blotches appear about the neck 
and ſhoulders, and putrefaction ſoon takes place 2 
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The occaſional cauſe was evidently human efluvia, which, as I before obſerved was firſt 
generated in a houſe in Ricker-Gate. The prediſpoſing cauſes were all of a ſedative and 
debilitating nature, ſuch as a poor watery diet, uncleanlineſs, cold, intemperance in drink- 
ing, exceſs in venery, fatigue, grief and anxiety, fear, and previous diſeaſes. 

METHOD oF CURE. 

After having attentively conſidered the ſymptoms and cauſes of this fever, I think we 
cannot heſitate a moment in deducing the following concluſions. 1. That the diſeaſe 
in a great meaſure conſiſts in extreme debility. 2. In a tendency of the fluids towards 
putrefaction. | e 1 
The obvious indications of cure, then, are, t. To remove the cauſes, or obviate the 
effects of that debility. 2. To obviate or correct the tendency of the fluids towards 
putrefaction. | 56h 

Theſe indications of cure were beſt anſwered by cleanlineſs; a free circulation of air, 
an early and liberal exhibition of Bark and Port wine, by bliſters and fomentations of 
the feet and legs, and in caſes of Diarrhza by aſtringents and large doſes of opium, and 
laſtly by avoiding all debilitating cauſes as evacuations &c. For further particulars reſpect- 
ang the hiſtory, cauſes, and cure of this fever, I refer the reader to an Account of the Jail 
Fever, or Typhus Carcerum as it appeared at Carlifle in the year 1781, which I publiſhed 
ſome time ago, where he will find theſe matters diſcuſſed at large. . 

The ſmall Pox were conſtantly in town all this year, but made little or no progreſs till 
towards the latter end of October, when they became rather more general, but they could 
ſcarce ever be ſaid to rage as an epidemic. Nineteen died, as may be ſeen in Table II. 
No other epidemic appeared, and indeed, excepting the Fail Fever, this ycar was by no 
means unhealthy ; that epidemic, having as it were repreſſed the force, and violence of 
all others. | © 2000 

Great numbers were inoculated both in the town and country villages, and very unfor- 
tunately two children died under inoculation. One of them was about oe year old, the other 
about three months. According to my information the ſymptoms in the former, although 
there were a greater number of puſtules than uſually occur in inodulation, were favourable, 
until the matter within the puſtules was not only fully maturated, but the puſtules them- 
ſelves began to fhrivel and dry up, which is the natural courſe of the ſmall Pox, when the 
patient was ſuddenly ſeized with a pain in the ſtomach and bowels, and ſoon after with 
convulſive ſtartings and death. The latter appears to have fallen a victim to the over great 
_ tenderneſs, or rather obſtinacy of the mother who could not be prevailed upon, on any ac- 
count to purſue the cold regimen, but either kept him conſtantly in a warm bed, or expo- 
ſed him to a large fire, But even allowing that the death of theſe two children, is tg be 
ſolely attributed to inoculation, yet it cannot with any degree of propriety be urged as an 
argument againſt that ſalutary practice, for within theſe /x or fever years, ſome thouſands 
have been inoculated in the town and neighbourhood of Carliſle without one inſtance, 
(theſe two excepted) of an unfortunate iſſue; whereas during that period, upwards of tau 
hundred have died of the natural ſnall Pox in this City only. It is therefore to be hoped 
that none who wiſh well to themſelves, their families, or their country, will wantonly per- 
fiſt in refuſing the aid of an operation which is attended with ſo little trouble, and pro · 
ductive of ſuch ſalutary effects. FR RIS, | 


(3g 3.7 | 
Doring the preſent. year, 1 in 38 and 3 fifths of all the inhabitants have died in con- 
ſequence of diſeaſes. | A. | 


And under 5 years old j 1 in 15 and 1 ſeventh 1 nearly has died 
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Between 5 & 10 [1 in 113 and 1 half 
10 & 15 1 in 178 and 3 fourths i 


15 & 201 in 84 and 3 eights 


20 & 30 | 11n 189 and 5 ſevenths 


30 & 40 | in 146 and i Hxih 8 £1 


40 & 50 li in 40 and 6 ſevenths | 


50 & 60 | in 26 and 2 thirds 


60 & 70 l in 24 and 1 third {gle | 


70 & 80 | 1in12-and 4 fifths 


380 & 90 1 in 6 and 4 nints f 


90 & 1001 1 in 3 and 1 third 
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The difference of the number of deaths of hu/bands and wibes is not near ſo great as 
it was in the years 1779, and 1780, yet ſtill the deaths of the former exceed thoſe of the 
latter by two: for 33 huſbands, and only 31 wives have died, which difference is not the leſs 
extraordinary than in the fab preceding years, when we confider in the firlt place, that the 
conſtitutions of women are more vredifpoſed to be acted on by the contagion of the Fail 


Fever than thoſe of men, and in the ſecond, that they are from their habits, and fitnations 


in life, infinitely more expoſed to that contagion. Between 80 and go years of age, fve 
males and four females, and between go and too, three females have died. See Table I. 

Twenty-ſix perſons appear to have died of conſumptions (See Table II.) Axteen of 
which were between 15 and 40 years of age. 19 


One fell a victim to the venereal diſeaſe, or rather to the want of the common neceſſaries 


of life. 
I ſhall conclude theſe obſervations with a caſe which terminated fat 
of a large doſe of Arſenic being taken into the ſtomach : in hopes that its publication may 
have ſome tendency either to prevent ſuch raſh attempts, or be the means of pointing out 
ſome hints which when improved by others, may prove uſeful in obviating, the effects of 
that deadly poiſon. | C9 49,2643 1 en te TH 
About ten o'clock on Thurſday evening the 4th of April 1782, I was defired to viſit a 
young 'girl of about ſeventeen years of age: She complained of great ſickneſs, and acute 
ain at her ſtomach ; of headach, reſtleſſneſs, anxiety, and violent thirſt.” Her pulſe was 
Feeble, ſoft, and frequent, viz. about 125 or 130 ſtrokes in a minute. Early in the 
morning, in a fit of deſpair, occaſioned by a diſappointment in love, ſhe had taken near a 
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(6) 
tea - ſpoon full of Arſenic, which fortunately operated as a puke ſoon after ſhe had ſwal- 
lowed it, in conſequence of which it is to be apprehended a conſiderable part of the deadly 
poiſon had been expelled ; as much however fti]| remained in the ſtomach as to produce 
very dreadful and alarming ſymptoms. Before I ſaw her, a ſurgeon had been called in, 
who had ordered her ſome oily medicines and a vomit, which operated very well, and for 
a time, ſomewhat relieved her complaints. The relief however was but of ſhort duration. 
Upon examining the region of her ſtomach, I could diſcover no fullneſs or tenſion, but 
the pit of her ſtomach was exceedingly ſore to the touch. It was evident ſome particles 
of the arſenic were ſtill lodged in her ſtomach, Her ſituation was very alarming, and no 
time was to be loſt. I therefore immediately diſſolved half an onnce of Salt of Tartar in 
about two quarts of warm water, and ordered her to take a tea-cupful of this Solution 
every fix or eight minutes. When ſhe had taken zhree tea-cupfuls, I gave her a pint of 
warm water with two ſpoonfuls of a Se/utizn of Tartar Emetic, which ſoon began to ope- 
rate. The vomiting was encouraged with frequent and copious draughts of warm water. 
As ſoon as the ſickneſs abated, ſhe again had recourſe to the Solution of Salt of Tartar, 
which, after it had remained in the ſtomach a little time, was diſcharged by means of 


pouring in warm water. In this manner I perſevered till ſhe had nearly taken the whole 


Solution, and had vomited above two gallons of warm water, which removed the pain at 
her ſtomach, and abated her thirſt. About one o'clock in the morning ſhe being eaſy 
and inclinable to fleep I leſt her, having previouſly given her the following powder, 


R. Flor. Sulph, ſcrupulos duos 
Teſti. Oftreor. grand decem m. f. Pulvis. 


and ordered her to drink plentifully of weak chicken broth, which was then preparing; 
and in caſe the pain ſhould return the was to have recourſe to the Salt of Tartar &c. &c. 
Little alteration occurred with reſpect to her pulſe, or the pain in her head. 


Friday April 5th. 


Though her ſtomach was pretty eaſy for ſeveral hours, yet ſhe has had but a reſtleſs night. 
The powder ſtayed upon her ſtomach about an hour, when it was rejected, and the hikes 
wiſe vomited the greateſt part of the chicken broth which ſhe drank. Towards the morn- 
ing the pain in her ſtomach, and thirſt in ſome degree returned, but ſhe could not be pre- 
vailed on to take any more of the Solution till I was ſent for. I found her head-ach better, 
and her pulſe was fuller and ſtronger, and beat 120 ſtrokes in a minute. She now took 
three doſes of the Szlulion, and by drinking plentifully of warm water, vomited freely, 


which gave her conſiderable relief. As ſhe had had no ſtool, I ordered her an injection of 
oil and warm water. 5 | ; 


Ten o'clock p. . 


Retained the glyſter about an hour, when ſhe lad a copious looſe ſtool; her thirſt is 
moderate, but ſhe complains of pain which however is not fixed at her ſtomach but moves 
from thence ſometimes to the right, ſometimes to the left fide of her breaſt, which is in- 
creaſed upon inſpiration. Pulſe, full, ſomewhat hard, and 120. Aware of the effects 
which arſenic ſometimes produces on the lungs, and in conſequence of the change in her 
pulſe, I did not heſitate in ordering her to loſe eight or ten ounces of blood from her arm; 


and in caſe any particles of the poiſon ſhould ſtill adhere to the coats of the ſtomach, the 
powder of {ſulphur was repeated. | | | 
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+ Her caſe was taken dbwn immediately after I left her, and when from the remiſſion of 
the pain J had ſome hopes of her recovery. | 
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5 ä Six o' clock p. m. 
Has been free from pain, thirſt &c. ſince ſhe was bled and took the powder. Pulſe ſoft 


and 115 ; tongue moiſt and clean. Blood florid, its texture looſe, little ſerum. 


R. Sal. Tart. drachmam unam 
Suc. Limon. q. s. | 
Mucilag. Gum. Arabic. 
Syrup. Balſam. ana. unciam. unam. 


| | Ag. Font. uncias. guingue m. f. 
miſt. cuj us ſumat coch. mag. tertia quaque hora. 


Saturday April 6th 


Slept tolerably in the night; about two o, clock in the morning complained of a flight 


pain in her ſtomach, which abated upon vomiting ſome thick browniſh liquor. She has 
likewiſe been affected with ſlight gripin 
e 


pains in the lower region of the abdomen which 
was ſucceeded by three or four loo Locle Complains of a ſoreneſs in her throat but 


there is no obſervable ſwelling of the 70/5. Free from pain, but the pit of her ſto- 


mach is ſtill fore to the touch. A piece of flannel was ordered to be wrapt round her 


throat. Contr. Miſtura. : 
Seven O'clock p. m. 


She has been free from pain ſince morning, had two looſe ſtools before noon but none 
ſince. On getting up about noon to have the bed made, ſhe fainted. Ar preſent complains 


of thirſt, ſoreneſs and dryneſs of her throat. Says ſhe is a little light headed. Pulſe 125 


and ſoft. Contr. Miſtura ut antea & [llinatur Linimentum volatile faucibus externis. 
| Sunday April the 5th. 

She has had ſeveral looſe ſtools without gripes, during the night got ſome ſleep and 
thinks ſhe would have ſlept pretty well, if it had not been interupted by the looſeneſs. The 
nurſe informs me, that in ſome of her ſtools there are whitiſh lumps, but ſhe did not pre- 
ſerve them. Still complains of ſoreneſs in her throat and thirlt ; the left tonſil is inflamed 
and ſwelled, Pulſe 112 and weak. She is at times a little incoherent. Ordered her a 
little negus, and ſome wine in her gruel. Contr. miſtura et Liniment. volat. | 


Nine o'clock p. m. 


Has had two looſe ſtools and has vomited once. The matter diſcharged by ſtool doe 
not appear to be feces, it is a whitiſh, tough and gelatinons ſubſtance, and has little or 
no ſmell, What was vomited conſiſts of a great number of ſmall, thin, brown ſkins or 
membranes, which are evidently abraſions of the internal coat of the ſtomach. She com. 
plains of ſoreneſs in her throat and pains in her knees, and appears to be very reſtleſs, 
anxious, and uneaſy, but has no pain in her ſtomach. Capiat ftatim Tinct. Thebaic. 
Gut. vigintiquinque ex dor. Miſt. and left orders that if this was rejected ſhe ſhould take 


ten drops more. 
| Monday April 8th. _ 


She vomited the Anodyne draught ſoon after it was taken, and as ſoon. as her ſtomach 


was ſettled ſhe took ten drops more as ordered, which ſhe retained. Has had a pretty. 
ealy night, and got ſeveral ſhort fleeps. Has had one ſtool which was thrown away.“ 


This morning ſoon after taking a diſh of tea, ſhe vomited about a gill of liquor which 
contained the ſame Lrown membranous matter, and alſo three or four clots of a yellowiſh, 
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white, viſcid ſubſtance, very much like the mucus matter ſpit up from the trachea of a 
erſon labouring under a ſevere cold. Still complains of ſoreneſs in her throat, and pains 


in her legs. Wiſhes to have ſome haſty pudding which I ordered to be prepared for her, 


and alſo ſome ſago gruel with port wine. Pulſe 120, exceeding weak and ſmall. She is 


ſometimes rather incoherent. Contr. Medicamenta. . 


Seven o'clock p. m. 


" She has vomited a ſmall quantity of the ſame kind of matter: about four o'clock having 
an inclination to go to the cloſe ſtool, ſhe got up, and immediately fainted away, nothing 
was diſcharged. Complains of no pain except in her throat, but ſays ſhe is very light 
headed. The left 2h is not ſo much ſwelled as it was, but ! obſerved ſome apthous 
ſpots ahout the roof of the tongue and upper part of the gullet. She wiſhes to have ſome 
more haſty pudding. Pulſe 115, weak. About eight o'clock I was ſent for, when ſhe 
appeared exceedingly anxious and uneaſy, apprehenſive of death, and wiſhing to recover. 
Thought ſhe was ſwelled and defired me to examine her ſtomach and abdomen, which I 
did; but could perceive no change. Pulſe exceeding weak. Capiat fatim Tint. Thebaic. 
Gut. viginti odtc ex dos. Miſturæ. I called again about half paſt eleven: The anodyne had 
ſtayed with her, and ſhe was eaſy, and in a kind of ſſumber: Pulſe ſcarcely perceptible. 
She continued quiet till about four o'clock in the morning, when ſhe died apparently 
without pain or uneaſineſs. She lived exactly 123 hours, i. e. a little more than five days 
after taking the arſenic. After death there was no ſwelling or diſcoloration on any part. 
of her body. | | 
| Appearances on Diſſection. 


The ftomach contained a ſmall quantity of fluid reſembling coffee, part of which had 
got through the py/orus into the Duodenum. The arſenic had lodged in the inferior part of 
the ſmall extremity of the ſtomach near the py/orus, where rather more than the ſize of a 
crown piece of the ſtomach was corroded, the villous and nervous coats ſeemed quite 
deſtroyed, and a ſmall diſtance around this part, the coats of the ſtomach were much 
thickened and ſomewhat inflamed. The reſt of the ſtomach and inteſtines appeared ſound, 
and no particles of the arſenic could be diſcovered. ; 


No remedy has yet been difcovered which can prevent or cure the effects of arſenic 
when taken into the human body. Alkaline ſalts readily decompound and render mild cor- 
roſive ſublimate, which is a very deadly poiſon : They will likewiſe unite with arſenic and 
form a compound called neuteral arſenical ſalt, which is ſuppoſed to be by no means a very 
acrid ſubſtance, and in this ſtate it is ſoluble in water. Theſe changes however can not be 


brought about without the aſſiſtance of a much greater heat than the human ſtomach can 


poſſibly. bear ; hence I believe they have ſeldom been uſed as antedotes to arſenic. Such 
however /was the fituation of my patient, that ſomething was inſtantly to be done, for to 


have deſerted her would have been cruel, and yet ignorant of a mode which was likely to 


ſucceed, rather than do nothing, I was reſolved ſteadily to purſue the method above de- 
ſcribed, and I think from the effects produced, though not attended with that ſucceſs 
which I but too vainly flattered myſelf with, on friday evening April 5th. we may reaſon- 
ably ſuppoſe that had the ſame ſteps been taken ſoon after the arſenic had been ſwallowed, 
the caſe would have terminated more favourably. To conclude this melancholy ſubject, 
I think it is a duty incumbent on all ſurgeons apothecaries, and others who retail 
arſenic never to truſt the care of ſo deadly a poiſon to an apprentice whoſe unſuſpecting 
youth may be eaſily impoſed upon by the ſpecious preteuces of the deſperate, the profi- 


gate, and baſe. 
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Teething 

II. Naxvouvs Diseasts. 


Apoplex y (42) 


Palſy (43) 
Fainting (44) 
Indigeſtion (45) 


Convulſions (50) 
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